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PROFICIENCY LEVEL FOUR
PO: DRILL

PO/EO:
401.05a

ENABLING OBJECTIVE:
Command a squadron to execute a march past in column of route.


REFERENCE(S):
A.
A-CR-CCP-269/PH-001 Level Four Course Training Plan





Chapter 4, Pages 17-20.

B.
A-CR-CCP-269/PT-001 Level Four Handbook

Chapter 1, Section 2, Article 51, Pages 23-27. 




C.
A-PD-201-000/PT-00 Canadian Forces Manual of Drill and Ceremonial

Chapter 7, Section 3. 

SUPPLEMENTARY REF(S):
Air Cadet League Drill Manual






Ontario Provincial Committee (1993 Edition)

TRAINING AID(S):

A.
OHP





B.
OHP Slides

LEARNING AID(S):

A.
A-CR-CCP-269/PT-001 Level Four Handbook





B.
Air Cadet League Drill Manual




C.
Handout #1 – Commands for a March Past in Column of Route
TEACHING POINT(S):
March Past in Column of Route

METHOD OF INSTRUCTION:
Lecture

TIME:

1 x 35-minutes
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PROFICIENCY LEVEL FOUR
PO: DRILL

PO/EO:
401.05a

ENABLING OBJECTIVE:
Command a squadron to execute a march past in column of route.

REVIEW

PO/EO:
N/A

ENABLING OBJECTIVE:
N/A
NOTES TO THE INSTRUCTOR

1.
Have the Level Four cadets stand off to the side of the parade ground and observe the 

 
squadron’s training parade. This will be the demonstration for this EO. Make every effort
 
to schedule the Level Four cadets observation (of the squadron’s march past in column of

 
route) for the same evening as this class is to be taught.

2.
Allocation of a CO’s period is highly recommended for the practice and testing of this E.O.

3.
All the commands necessary for a march past in column of route can be found in the Level 

 
Four Handbook Chapter 1, Section 2, Pages 23-27. If all the cadets do not have a copy of

 
the Level Four Handbook, photocopy the handout found at the end of this EO. It is essential 

 
that all cadets have a copy of the commands, as they will need to memorize the commands for

 
this EO’s check.  

INTRODUCTION

WHAT:
In this lesson you will learn to command a squadron to execute a march past in column of route.

WHY:

This class will prepare you to assume the parade position of Flight Commander or 

 

Cadet Squadron Commander.

WHERE:
You will use this knowledge when you hold the parade position of Flight Commander or Cadet Squadron Commander, either at the LHQ or at a Summer Training Centre.
PERFORMANCE CHECK

1.
In the next class each of you will be checked independently and will be required to participate 

 
in two march pasts in column of route in a staff position.


TIME
BODY
NOTES

1.
Air cadet squadrons normally march past in column of route, in quick time, 

 
since it is the simplest march-past.

STAGE 1
STATIONARY

1.
Upon receiving permission, from the RO, to proceed with the march-past

 
the Cadet Squadron Commander salutes, turns about, and returns to the

 
command position.

2.
The Cadet Squadron Commander issues the command “MOVE TO THE

 
RIGHT IN COLUMN OF ROUTE, RIGHT-TURN”, and the squadron acts

 
as ordered.

3.
The Cadet Squadron Commander, Deputy Commander, SWO, WO, Flight

 
Commanders, and Flight Sergeants take up position in column of route.

CONFIRMATION STAGE 1

1.
Why do Air Cadet squadrons normally use the march-past in column- 

 
of-route?

Answer:
It is the simplest 

2.
When does the Cadet Squadron Commander proceed with the march-

 
past?

 
Answer:
When he/she receives permission from the R.O.

STAGE 2
ON THE MARCH

1.
The Cadet Squadron Commander issues the command “SQUADRON, BY

 
THE LEFT, QUICK-MARCH”, and the squadron acts as ordered and steps

 
off in quick time.

2.
At the first suitable point past Point H, the Cadet Squadron Commander

 
wheels left and the squadron follows. Upon reaching the march-past line,

 
the Cadet Squadron Commander leads the squadron along the line.

3.
The Cadet Squadron Commander issues the command “BY THE RIGHT”,

 
after he/she has completed the wheel.

4.
The SWO (right guide) moves to the right flank and leads the rear flank of

 
the squadron along the march-past line.

5.
The Cadet Squadron Commander issues the command “IN 

 
SUCCESSION

 
BY FLIGHT, EYES-RIGHT”, at Point B.

6.
The No.1 Flight Commander issues the command “NO.1 FLIGHT, EYES

 
-RIGHT”. The Cadet Squadron Commander and the No.1 Flight

 
Commander salute, and the cadets in the flight turns their head and eyes

 
to the right.

7.
The SWO maintains his/her head and eyes to the front guiding the No.1

 
flight along the march past line. Each succeeding Flight Commander 

 
repeats the command for eyes right. The Flight Commanders must know

 
their flight’s frontage so that the correct number of paces are taken when

 
they give their command. 

8.
The Cadet Squadron Commander issues the command “IN 

 
SUCCESSION BY FLIGHT, EYES-FRONT”, once he/she reaches Point 

 
D.

9.
The No.1 Flight Commander issues the command “NO.1 FLIGHT, EYES

 
-FRONT”.  The Cadet Squadron Commander and Flight Commander take

 
a check pace and then stop saluting. The flight takes a check pace and

 
then turn their head and eyes to the front.

10.
The Cadet Squadron Commander breaks off from the squadron as the 

 
squadron wheels on the Advance Line. The Cadet Squadron Commander

 
halts six paces in front of where the middle of the front rank of the

 
squadron will be.

11.
The Cadet Squadron Commander issues the command “SQUADRON, 

 
MARK-TIME”, when the squadron is in the appropriate position on the

 
Advance Line.

12.
If the squadron is experienced at maintaining proper distance, only the 

 
command HALT needs be given as the squadron arrives at its original

 
position.  When this is the case the Cadet Squadron Commander issues 
 
the command “SQUADRON, HALT”.

13.
The Cadet Squadron Commander issues the command “SQUADRON

 
ADVANCE, LEFT-TURN”, and the squadron turns left.

CONFIRMATION STAGE 3

1.
When does the Cadet Squadron Commander first wheel during the

 
march-past in column of route?


Answer:
Point H

2.
When does the Cadet Squadron Commander issue the command “BY 

 
THE RIGHT”?


Answer:
After the Cadet Squadron Commander has completed the 

 


wheel.
3.
When does the squadron commander issue the command “IN

 
SUCCESSION BY FLIGHT, EYES-FRONT”

Answer:
When the Cadet Squadron Commander has reached Point

 

D.

4.
In what circumstances are both “MARK-TIME” and “HALT” used at the

 
end of a march-past in column of route?

Answer:
If the squadron is inexperienced at maintaining proper

 


distance.

32 MINs
8 MINs
PERFORMANCE CHECK

Test Details:
Each cadet will be checked independently and has to participate in two march-pasts in column of route in a staff position.

33 MINs
CONCLUSION

SUMMARY:

A.
In this lesson you have learned to command a squadron to execute a 

 



march past in column of route.

RE-MOTIVATION:
A.
Comment on student performance. (Identify strengths and points that 

 



require improvement).

B.
This class has helped you to prepare to assume the parade positions of 

 
Flight Commander or Cadet Squadron Commander.

C.
Your next lesson is PO/EO 401.06, the procedure for inspecting a 

 
squadron.
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