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PO 401.03 Level Four

Handout #1 – Commands for the Formation of a Squadron In-Line


No.
Command
By
Action
Remarks

1


The SWO marches to and halts in a position to be occupied by the marker of No. 1 flight.
The flights are normally positioned standing easy at the edge of the parade ground.  The SWO faces the future position of the front rank if the squadron is to form up in line, and the right flank if the squadron is to form up in column of route.

2
MARKERS
SWO
The flight markers come to attention and march onto the parade ground.  The marker of No. 1 flight halts three paces in front and facing the SWO.  The remainder halt on the left of the No. 1 Flight marker and dress to the right at shoulder length.  Upon completion of dressing, they look to the front in succession from the right.  
Flights formed on the edge of the parade ground adopt the stand-at-ease position.  Standard pauses are observed between drill movements.  

3
MARKER, NUMBERS
SWO
Markers number in succession from the right, eg, Nos. 1, 2, etc.


4
NO. 1 RIGHT, REMAINDER, LEFT TURN
SWO
No. 1 flight marker turns right, the remainder turn left.  
The SWO specifies the number of places to be taken by Nos. 2 and 3 flight markers after the completion of the left turn.  

5
NO. 1, STAND FAST, REMAINDER, QUICK MARCH
SWO
No. 1 flight marker stands fast, the remainder quick march the remainder distance and halt.  


6
NO. 1 STAND FAST, REMAINDER ABOUT TURN
SWO
No. 1 flight marker stands fast, the remainder about turn and cover off the No. 1 flight marker.  
The SWO, by wheeling, marches out 6 paces in front of No. 1 flight  marker and ensures the markers are covered off.  

7
MARKERS, STEADY
SWO
The markers stand fast




8
MARKERS, LEFT TURN
SWO
The markers turn left.  
The order places the markers in line.  The SWO then, by wheeling, stands six paces in front of and facing the future centre of the squadron.  

9
SQUADRON, FALL IN
SWO
The flight sergeants come to attention, about turn, facing their respective flight together.  


10
NO. 1 FLIGHT, ATTENTION
NO. 1 flight sergeant
The flight acts as ordered.
Nos. 2 and 3 flight sergeants order their flights to attention in succession, following No. 1 flight.  

11
NO. 1 FLIGHT, QUICK MARCH
NO. 1 flight sergeant
The flight acts as ordered and marches.
Nos. 2 and 3 flight sergeants similarly order their flights in succession following No. 1 flight.

12
NO. 1 FLIGHT, HALT
NO. 1 flight sergeant
The flight halts on its marker.


13
SQUADRON, OPEN ORDER, MARCH
SWO
The squadron acts as ordered.  


14
SQUADRON, RIGHT DRESS
SWO
The squadron acts as ordered.  
The SWO and the flight sergeants dress the squadron as described in paragraph 22, note question 2.  

15
SQUADRON EYES FRONT
SWO
The squadron acts as ordered.


16
REPORT YOUR FLIGHTS
SWO
Flight sergeants report their flights.  
Flight sergeants, when indicating their flights, shall use the procedure for telling off their flights.  Meanwhile, the flight commanders position themselves ready to fall in.  The deputy squadron commander shall stand two paces behind the SWO.

17


The SWO turns about, salutes and reports the squadron to the deputy commander.  The deputy commander orders the SWO to fall in.  The SWO turns right and marches to the appropriate position on parade.  The deputy commander takes two paces forward to assume SWO's former position.  
The deputy commander waits until the SWO has adopted the new position before giving any further commands.

18
FLIGHT 

COMMANDERS, FALL IN
D/COM
The flight commanders act as ordered.  
Flight sergeants report their flights and, after being ordered to fall in, turn right and march to their positions.  The squadron is now ready, at the appointed time, to receive its cadet squadron commander.  The latter marches onto the parade ground and stands two paces from the deputy commander.  The deputy commander turns about and calls the squadron to attention as the cadet squadron commander approaches.

19
SQUADRON, ATTENTION
D/ COM
The deputy commander reports the squadron to its commander.  The cadet squadron commander orders the deputy commander to fall in.  The deputy commander turns right and by a succession of wheels marches to the position on parade.  The cadet squadron commander stops forward 2 paces, adopting the formerly occupied by the deputy commander.


20
SQUADRON STAND-AT-EASE
SQN COMD
The squadron acts as ordered.
The cadet squadron commander carries on by inspecting the flights or having the flight commanders inspect their own flight.  

It is common practice for the cadet squadron commander to talk to the cadets while waiting for the reviewing party to arrive.  While doing so, the cadet squadron commander ensures the cadets are ready for the march-past.  
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