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PROFICIENCY LEVEL FOUR
PO: DRILL

PO/EO:
401.01

ENABLING OBJECTIVE:
Identify squadron formations and parade positions.


REFERENCE(S):
A.
A-CR-CCP-269/PH-001 Level Four Course Training Plan





Chapter 4, Pages 2-4.

B.
A-CR-CCP-269/PT-001 Level Four Handbook

Chapter 1, Section 2, Articles 1-9, Figures 1-1, to 1-4, Pages 1-5. 




C.
A-PD-201-000/PT-00 Canadian Forces Manual of Drill and Ceremonial





Chapter 1, Section 1, Article 108, Figure 1-1, Page 5; Chapter 7, Section

3, Article 719, Figures 7-5 to 7-8, Pages 1-5.

SUPPLEMENTARY REF(S):
N/A

TRAINING AID(S):

A.
OHP





B.
OHP Slides

LEARNING AID(S):

A-CR-CCP-269/PT-001 Level Four Handbook

TEACHING POINT(S):
A.
Parade position symbols 

B.
Squadron in line





C.
Squadron in column of route





D.
Squadron in column of threes





E.
Squadron in column of flights

METHOD OF INSTRUCTION:
Lecture

TIME:

1 x 35-minutes
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PROFICIENCY LEVEL FOUR
PO: DRILL

PO/EO:
401.01

ENABLING OBJECTIVE:
Identify squadron formations and parade positions.

REVIEW

PO/EO:
N/A

ENABLING OBJECTIVE:
N/A
INTRODUCTION

WHAT:
In this lesson you will learn to identify squadron formations and parade positions.

WHY:

Now that you have learned to execute individual and squad drill movements, as taught 

 

in the first three levels of training, you are ready to participate in drill exercises as a staff 

 

member of the squadron.  Since most of you will be assuming parade positions, you will


need to be aware of, and understand squadron formations.

WHERE:
Your squadron will be formed up for a parade at least once a month.  The knowledge of the proper positioning of parade appointments and the spacing of the flights is necessary for the correct conduct of a parade. 

TIME
BODY
NOTES

1.
For parade purposes, a squadron consists of two or more flights.  It is 

 
commanded by a cadet squadron commander, assisted by a deputy 

 
squadron commander, and a squadron warrant officer (SWO). 

STAGE 1
PARADE POSITION SYMBOLS




1.
Symbols are used in drill instruction to help cadets visualize the different

 
personnel positions.


2.
Symbols for the appointments normally held by officers on parade are

 
represented by a circle, while those held by non-commissioned members

 
(NCM’s) are represented by a square. Air cadets have adopted the same

 
symbols even though all officer positions are held by senior air cadets on

 
parade.

3.
Ranks and appointments are not interrelated. You could be appointed

 
SWO on parade, even though you hold the rank of sergeant. This 

 
is why you must also learn to differentiate between parade
 
appointments, and the ranks worn by members of the Armed Forces or

 
Air Cadets.  Air cadets have adopted the parade appointments used by

 
the Canadian Forces (CF) in order to avoid confusion when air cadets are

 
involved in ceremonies with cadets of other elements or with CF units.

CONFIRMATION STAGE 1

1.
What is the main difference between the parade position symbols used for

 
officer appointments and NCM appointments?


Answer:
Officer appointments are represented by circles, while those 

 


held by NCM’s are represented by squares.

2.
If you hold the parade appointment of flight sergeant, do you necessarily 

 
hold the rank of flight sergeant?  Why or Why Not?


Answer:
No. The parade position of flight sergeant is an

 


appointment. You are not required to hold the rank to hold

 


the appointment. 

STAGE 2 
SQUADRON FORMATIONS



1.
The squadron formations used by air cadet squadrons are:


a.
In line;


b.
In column of threes;


c.
In column of route; and


d.
In column of flights  

2.
Squadron in Line:  

 
When a squadron is formed in line:


a.
The flights are side-by-side on the same alignments, with a seven-

 

pace interval between flights.


b.
Each flight is formed as in flight drill.

c.
The cadet squadron commander is in the center of the squadron, 

 

three paces in front of the line of flight commanders (six paces in

 

front of the front rank).


d.
The deputy commander is in line with the flight commanders and 

 

three paces in front of the second file from the right flank of the

 

squadron.

e.
The SWO (right guide) is one pace to the right of the No.1 flight 

 
marker, in line with the front rank.

f.
The WO (left guide) is one pace to the left of the left flank of the 

 
squadron, in line with the front rank.

g.
Any supernumerary officers are evenly distributed across the 

 
frontage of the flights, in line with the flight commanders.

h.
Any supernumerary WOs and senior NCMs are evenly distributed 

 
across the rear of the flights, in line with the flight sergeants.


3.
Squadron in Column of Threes:
a.
A squadron formed in column of threes is in the same formation as

 
one in line, but faces a flank (Either side of a body of cadets, as

 

opposed to its front and rear.  Designated as either the right or the

 

left flank).

b.
Parade appointments retain the same positions, but face a flank. 

4.
Squadron in Column of Route:  

 
A squadron in column of route is similar to one in threes, except that :

a.
The flights are formed in threes, one behind the other, with a seven 

 
pace interval between flights.

b.
Each flight is formed as in flight drill.

c.
The cadet squadron commander is two paces in front of the leading 

 

commander (four paces in front of the center file of the leading 

 

flight).

d.
The deputy commander is two paces behind the rear flight WO 

 
(four paces in rear of the center file of the rear flight).

e.
The SWO (right guide) is one pace in front of the directing flank of

 
the leading flight.

f.
The WO (left guide) is one pace in rear of the directing flank of the

 
last flight.

g.
If supernumerary officers are present, they are two paces in front of

 

their respective flights, and the cadet squadron commander and

 

flight commanders are one pace further forward than normal to

 

provide room.

h.
If supernumerary WOs and senior NCMs are present, they are one

 
pace in rear of their respective flights, while the warrant officer (left

 
guide) and the flight sergeant concerned are one pace in rear of

 
their normal positions to provide room.


5.
Squadron in Column of Flights:  

 
A squadron in column of flights is formed with each flight in line, one 

 
behind the other. If the flights are of unequal strength, the leading flight 

 
shall be the strongest. The distance between flights is the frontage of the 

 
leading flight, plus seven paces; the minimum distance is 12 paces.

 
a.
The cadet squadron commander is three paces in front of the

 

leading flight (six paces in front of the front rank of the leading

 

flight).

b.
The squadron deputy commander is three paces in rear of the rear

 
flight WO (six paces in rear of the rear rank of the rear flight).

c.
The SWO is one pace to the right and in line with the front rank of

 
 the rear leading flight.

 
d.
The WO is one pace to the right and in line with the front rank of the

 

rear flight.


e.
Any supernumerary officers are three paces in front of the flight 

 

with which they are parading, in line with and to the left of the flight 

 

commanders.


f.
Any supernumerary WOs and NCMs are three paces in rear of the 

 

flight with which they are parading, in line with the flight sergeants.
CONFIRMATION STAGE 2

1.
What are the four squadron formations?


Answer:
a.
Squadron in line;




b.
Squadron in column of route;




c.
Squadron in column of threes; and 




d.
Squadron in column of flights.

2.
How many paces between flights when a squadron is in line?


Answer:
7 paces.

3.
How many paces between the squadron commander and the middle

 
marker of the first flight when a squadron is in column of route?


Answer:
4 Paces.

4.
How many paces between the SWO and the right marker of the first flight 

 
when a squadron is in column of threes?


Answer:
1 Pace.

28 MINs
8 MINs
PERFORMANCE CHECK

Test Details:
Each cadet is checked independently and is required to identify every squadron formation and squadron parade appointments. 

1.
Test knowledge with OHPs # 8-13. They may be either projected or photocopied 

 
and distributed.

33 MINs
CONCLUSION

SUMMARY:

A.
In this lesson you have learned to identify parade positions

 



and squadron formations.

RE-MOTIVATION:
A.
Comment on student performance. (Identify strengths and

 



points that require improvement).

B.
Knowledge of squadron formations and parade positions will give you an advantage when you are involved with squadron drill.  Knowing the location of parade positions and their spacing will allow you run a parade in a sharp and effective manner.

C.
Your next lesson is PO/EO 401.02, Identify the components 

 
of a review parade ground.
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