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PROFICIENCY LEVEL THREE
PO: AIRCREW SURVIVAL

PO/EO:
419.05

ENABLING OBJECTIVE:
Identify the points of the compass.

REFERENCE(S):
A.
A-CR-CCP-268/PH-001 Level Three Course Training Plan;





Chapter 4, Pages 153-154.

B.
A-CR-CCP-268/PT-001 Level Three Handbook


Chapter 12, Section 7, Articles 44-47, Pages 25-26.

SUPPLEMENTARY REF(S):
N/A

TRAINING AID(S):

A.
OHP

B.
OHP slides





C.
Silva compass

LEARNING AID(S):

A.
Weekend Exercise





B.
A-CR-CCP-268/PT-001 Level Three Handbook

TEACHING POINT(S):
A. 
Cardinal points





B.
Intermediate points





C.
Magnetic north/True north

METHOD OF INSTRUCTION:
Lecture 

TIME:

1 x 35-minutes
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PROFICIENCY LEVEL THREE
PO: AIRCREW SURVIVAL

PO/EO:
419.05

ENABLING OBJECTIVE:
Identify the points of the compass.

REVIEW

PO/EO:
419.04

ENABLING OBJECTIVE:

Identify the components of the Silva compass and their related 




functions.

1.
Review weaknesses of the last EOs performance check; and/or

2.
Ask the following review questions:

a.
Why is it important to know the parts of the compass?

Answer:
It is important to know what they are and what their functions
are in order 
 

to use the compass properly.

b.
Name some parts of the compass.



Answer:
Luminous Index Point, Compass Meridian Lines, Dial Graduations, 

 



Compass Dial or Housing, Luminous Point, Luminous Orienting Points, 

 



Orienting Arrow, Magnetic Needle, Adjustable Wrist Lock, Safety Cord, 

 



Screwdriver, Declination Adjusting Screw, Sighting Line, Sighting Mirror, 

 



Sight.

INTRODUCTION

WHAT:
During this lesson you will learn about the cardinal points and the intermediate points of the compass. You will also learn the difference between magnetic and true north.

WHY:
Knowing the points of the compass will help you to take an accurate bearing.

WHERE:
You will apply this knowledge any time you are using a compass to take a bearing.

TIME
BODY
NOTES

STAGE 1
THE POINTS OF THE COMPASS

1.
General:
The points of the compass divide up a circle.  Remember:  A circle has 

360(. These points always read in a clockwise direction from
North (0().

2.
Cardinal Points: 

North, South, East and West are known as the Cardinal Points of the 

Compass.  Therefore, half a circle (or South) is equal to 180(. A quarter of 

a circle, or East, equals 90(. To determine the value of West, we would 

add half a circle and a quarter of a circle:


a.
180( ( 90( ( 270(    (Remember to go clockwise from North 0(!)


3.
Intermediate Points:  

a.
The cardinal points are further divided in the same manner.  These


further divisions are called Intermediate Points, and there are 12 of


them. The letters representing North, South, East and West are 


combined to form the intermediate points.



(i)
SE is South East:
 


This is located between the cardinal points South and East.



(ii)
SSE is South South East: 
 


This is located between the cardinal point South and the 

 


intermediate point South East.


b.
These points describe direction to within one sixteenth of the full



circle. For all more precise indications of direction, it is necessary



to use smaller sub-divisions of the circle.


c.
The twelve intermediate points are:



(i)
North east



(ii)
North north east



(iii)
East north east



(iv)
South east



(v)
South south east.



(vi)
East south east



(vii)
South west



(viii)
South south we



(ix)
West south east



(x)
North west



(xi)
North north west



(xii)
West north west.




CONFIRMATION STAGE 1

1.
What are the four cardinal points?


Answer:
North, south, east and west.

2.
Why is it necessary to use smaller sub-divisions of the circle?


Answer:
For a more precise indication of direction.

3.
What are the twelve-intermediate points?

Answer:
a.
North east




b.
North north east




c.
East north east




d.
South east




e.
South south east.




f.
East south east




g.
South west




h.
South south we




j.
West south east




k.
North west




m.
North north west



n.
West north west.

STAGE 2
MAGNETIC AND TRUE NORTH
1.
Magnetic Declination:  

a.
The difference between magnetic north and true north is magnetic


declination.


b.
True and Magnetic North: 

 

True North is the North Pole. This is where the Earth’s rotational 

 

axis is. Magnetic North is a large magnetic field that is located on 

 

Prince of Wales Island in the Canadian Arctic. (2000 km south of 

 

true north.) This is where your compass needle actually points.


c.
Declination: 

 

Because True and Magnetic North are not in the same place, the 

 

difference between the two can be seen as a type of error.  This 

 

error must be corrected if we are to accurately navigate, with a 

 

map. This correction is called declination.

CONFIRMATION STAGE 2

1.
What is the difference between true north and magnetic north?


Answer:
True North is the North Pole. Magnetic North is a large 



magnetic field that is located on Prince of Wales Island in 



the Canadian Arctic.

28 MINs
PERFORMANCE CHECK

Test Details –
The cadet will identify the 4 cardinal and 12 intermediate points on the 

 


compass.











 

1.
OHP 4 can be used for final confirmation. This exercise asks the cadets to identify 


who or what is located at a specific cardinal or intermediate point.


a.
Who is located at North?



Answer:
Turtle


b.
Who is located at South?     


Answer:
Man with money


c.
Who is located at South East?


Answer:
Plane

d.
Who is located at West North West?

Answer:
Stop sign


e.
What is located at North East?


Answer:
Smiling man


f.
What is located at West South West?

Answer:
Light bulb


g.
What is located at North North West?

Answer:
Elephant


h.
What is located at East?



Answer:
Trophy

33 MINs
CONCLUSION

SUMMARY:   
A.
The cadets must have a good knowledge of the points of the compass in 




order to take an accurate bearing.


RE-MOTIVATION:
A.
Comment on student performance. (Identify strengths and points that

 


require improvement)


B.
You will apply this knowledge any time you are asked to take a bearing or what the points of the compass are.

C.
Your next lesson is PO/EO 419.06, take a bearing to an indicated point on the ground.
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