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PROFICIENCY LEVEL THREE
PO: DRILL

PO/EO:
401.02

ENABLING OBJECTIVE:
React to cautionary commands.


REFERENCE(S):
A.
A-CR-CCP-268/PH-001 Level Three Course Training Plan





Chapter 4, Pages 5-6.

B.
A-CR-CCP-268/PT-001 Level Three Handbook;

Chapter 1, Section 3, Article 14, Figures 1-4 to 1-7, Pages 6-8 

Chapter 1, Section 4, Articles 15-23, Figure 1-8, Pages 8-11.

SUPPLEMENTARY REF(S):
Air Cadet League Drill Manual

Ontario Provincial Committee (1993 Edition)

TRAINING AID(S):

Assistant Instructor(s)

LEARNING AID(S):

A.
A-CR-CCP-268/PT-001 Level Three Handbook





B.
Air Cadet League Drill Manual

TEACHING POINT(S):
A.
The Directing Flank;





B.
Words of Command;





C.
Move to the right (left)





D.
Advance





E.
Retire





F.
By the right (left)





G.
Advance in Review Order
METHOD OF INSTRUCTION:
Demonstration/Performance

TIME:

1 x 35-minutes
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PROFICIENCY LEVEL THREE
PO: DRILL

PO/EO:
401.02

ENABLING OBJECTIVE:
React to cautionary commands.

REVIEW

PO/EO:
401.01

ENABLING OBJECTIVE:
Identify personnel positions and flight formations.
1.
Review the weaknesses of the previous EOs performance check; and/or,

2.
Ask the following questions.


a.
What are the three flight formations?



Answer:
(i)
Flight in Line






(ii)
Flight in Column of Threes





(iii)
Flight in Column of Route


b.
What flight formation will a flight most often form up in?



Answer:
Flight in Line


c.
How many paces is the flight commander in front of a flight, when the flight is in column

 

of threes? 



Answer:
3 Paces

NOTES TO THE INSTRUCTOR

1.
If there are more than 15 cadets, the class should be divided into two or more squads.

2.
Instruct the cadets about going down on one knee when feeling faint.

3.
Use colored OHP markers on OHP #5 to show the direction the flight is facing after being 

 
given each turn listed in the examples. This is a suggestion to help the cadets better

 
understand the nature of the cautionary commands.

INTRODUCTION

WHAT:
In this lesson you will learn dressing by flanks, words of command, and the positioning concept of advance, retire, left and right. 

WHY:
You will need to learn what dressing is and how it is determined, along with the advance and retire positions.  These concepts are necessary to understand the proper use of cautionary commands. 

WHERE:
You will be exposed to cautionary commands almost every time you have drill.  Cautionary commands are used in almost all drill commands because they prepare cadets for the drill movement which is to be executed.

PERFORMANCE CHECK

1.
At the end of the lesson each of you will correctly react to cautionary commands, including advance, retire, left, and right.

TIME
BODY
NOTES


STAGE 1
THE DIRECTING FLANK

1.
General:

a.
A flank is either side of a body of cadets, as opposed to its front 

 
and rear.  A flank is designated as either the right or the left flank. 

 
The directing flank is the flank by which cadets take up their 

 
alignment when on the march.  (The diagrams should help to 

 
illustrate the concept a flank.  If the cadets are still unable to 

 
grasp what a flank is, from classroom theory, further explain the 

 
concept in the drill portion of the class.)   

b.
Unless the directing flank is modified for a special movement, it is 

 
always:




(i)
the right flank – when advancing in line.


 

(ii)
the left flank – when retiring in line.



c.
When the flight is in column of threes, the original front rank is 

 

always the directing flank. A hint: the original front rank, is the rank

 

containing the right marker, and is the rank closest to the flight

 

commander.

d.
The directing flank when a flight is in column of threes is:




(i)
the left flank, when moving to the right;



(ii)
the right flank, when moving to the left.

CONFIRMATION STAGE 1

1.
What is the directing flank when a flight is Retiring in Line?


Answer:
The left flank.

2.
What the directing flank when a flight is moving to the Right in Threes?


Answer:
The left flank

STAGE 2 
WORDS OF COMMAND



1.
Words of command are divided into two parts:


a.
the first part is used as a warning and is called a CAUTIONARY 

 

COMMAND;


b.
the second part precedes the execution of the movement and is 

 

called an EXECUTIVE COMMAND.

2.
The cautionary command serves as a warning for the movement to be

 
performed and will be given preceding the executive command.  The

 
cautionary command may include words like ADVANCE, RETIRE, LEFT,

 
or RIGHT. For example:

a.
in the command “MOVE TO THE RIGHT, LEFT-TURN”, the 

 

cautionary command is “MOVE TO THE RIGHT, LEFT”; and


b.
in the command “SQUAD RETIRE, RIGHT-TURN”, the cautionary 

 

command is “SQUAD RETIRE, RIGHT”.  

3.
The executive command serves as a signal for the movement to be

 
carried out.  It is like saying “NOW”.  In most drill manuals, a hyphen 

 
separates the cautionary from the executive.  Using the example from

 
above, the executive command would be “TURN”.  

4.
A rule of thumb is that the cautionary command be drawn out over two 

 
paces, and the interval between the cautionary and executive 
command should also be two paces.  Although it is not always possible to

 
give exactly the same pause between the cautionary and the executive

 
commands, the pause should be as consistent as possible.

5.
Unless specified, the executive command is given as the desired foot is

 
placed on the ground.

CONFIRMATION STAGE 2

1.
What are the two parts of a command?


Answer:
a.
Cautionary




b.
Executive

2.
Over how many paces should the cautionary command be drawn out?


Answer:
Two Paces

3.
What should the interval be between the cautionary and the executive

 
commands?


Answer:
Two Paces

STAGE 3
CAUTIONARY COMMANDS


1.
Turning at the Halt:

a.
Before ordering the flight to turn, the direction in which the flight will

turn, relative to the original orientation of the flight, must be 

indicated. For example:

(i)
A flight is in line facing the advance orientation, and the flight

 
commander has given two consecutive left turns.  He/she 

 
wants to give a third left turn. The flight commander must 

 
use the command “MOVE TO THE RIGHT, LEFT – TURN”.  

(ii)
The cautionary command is telling the flight they will move to

 
the original right orientation because the executive 

 
command (left turn) will result in them facing the original right 

 
direction. 


b.
The retire and advance directions work in the same manner as the 

 
left and right directions. The advance direction is the most recent 

 
orientation the flight was facing when a right dress was given. The 

 
retire orientation is the opposite of the original advance position.  

 
For example:

 

(i)
The flight is in line facing the in advance orientation.  The 

 


flight commander gives the flight a left turn.  The flight is now

 


facing the left direction or orientation.  

 

(ii)
If the flight commander were to give the flight another left

 


turn, the command would be “SQUAD RETIRE, LEFT –

 


TURN”.  This is because the squad would be moving to the 

 


retire direction, and using a left turn to do so.

2.
Stepping Off on the March:

When the flight is turned in the desired direction, and about to step off on 

 
the march, you must indicate the directing flank (flank by which cadets will 

 
dress themselves which marching) by using the command “BY THE LEFT 

 
(RIGHT)”.  This command is to be used as a cautionary. The executive 

 
command would be “QUICK-MARCH”.  This cautionary allows the cadets 

 
to identify the flank from which they will take their dressing.

CONFIRMATION STAGE 3

1.
What are the four directions or orientations that a flight can face?


Answer:
Left, Right, Advance, and Retire

2.
What must be indicated when a formation steps off on the march?


Answer:
The directing flank


END OF LECTURE PORTION


TIME
LESSON
NOTES

DEMONSTRATE


1.
The scenario is that a flight is formed up facing the advance.  You will be 

 
giving the assistant instructors a number of commands to demonstrate 

 
cautionary commands.

2.
Demonstrate using the cautionary “right” in a turn, at the halt. (From the

 
advance orientation)

"MOVE TO THE RIGHT, RIGHT-TURN"

3.
Demonstrate using the cautionary “retire” in a turn, at the halt. (From the 

 
right orientation)

"SQUAD, RETIRE RIGHT-TURN"

4.
Demonstrate using the cautionary “left” in a turn, at the halt. (From the 

 
retire orientation)

"SQUAD, MOVE TO THE LEFT, RIGHT-TURN"

5.
Demonstrate using the cautionary “advance” in a turn, at the halt. (From

 
the left orientation)

"SQUAD, ADVANCE RIGHT-TURN "

EXPLAIN

1.
Review main points from the lecture portion of this class on cautionary 

 
commands.

EXECUTE/REPEAT

1.
Practice the commands in the demonstration section, with the squad 

 
collectively

2.
Practice the commands in the demonstration section, with the squad

 
individually.

3.
Practice the commands in the demonstration section, with the squad

 
collectively.

DEMONSTRATE


1.
Demonstrate stepping off in quick time with the left flank as the directing

 
flank, using the command “SQUAD, BY THE LEFT, QUICK-MARCH”.
2.
Demonstrate stepping off in quick time with the right flank as the directing

 
flank, using the command “SQUAD, BY THE RIGHT, QUICK-MARCH”.
EXPLAIN

1.
On the command "QUICK-MARCH”, cadets shall:

a.
step off in quick time; and 


b.
take dressing from the flank indicated in the cautionary command.

“ARE THERE ANY QUESTIONS?”

EXECUTE/REPEAT


1.
Practice the use of flank indicating commands with the squad. 

32 MINs                               PERFORMANCE CHECK

Test Details - 
Each cadet will be checked independently and will be required to react to cautionary commands.

1.
It is essential that all individual and collective mistakes be corrected in order that these mistakes do not become a habitual pattern.

2.
Drill has an overall assessment upon completion of training for this PO; therefore, emphasis must be placed on practice and the correction of mistakes.

CONCLUSION

RESTATE THE MOVEMENT

WHAT:
In this lesson you have learned how to react to cautionary commands.

WHY:
You will need to learn how to react to cautionary commands, because cautionary commands are essential to well-executed, precise drill. 

WHERE:
You will be exposed to cautionary commands almost every time you have drill, including the PO Check for Level Three Drill.  

LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT

1.
Comment on actual student performance. (Identify strengths and points that require

 
improvement)

STATE THE NEXT LEVEL

1.
Your next lesson will be PO/EO 401.03, form up and dress as a member of a flight in line.
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Use assistant instructor(s)





20


MINs








25


MINs





Questions as required





Use assistant instructor(s)





5
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