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PROFICIENCY LEVEL THREE
PO: DRILL

PO/EO:
401.01

ENABLING OBJECTIVE:
Identify personnel positions and flight formations.


REFERENCE(S):
A.
A-CR-CCP-268/PH-001 Level Three Course Training Plan





Chapter 4, Pages 3-4.

B.
A-CR-CCP-268/PT-001 Level Three Handbook





Chapter 1, Section 1, Articles 1-2, Page 1; Section 2, Article 3, Page 1; 

 



Section 3, Articles 10-13, Figures 1-1 to 1-3, Pages 3-6. 




C.
A-PD-201-000/PT-00 Canadian Forces Manual of Drill and Ceremonial





Chapter 1, Section 1, Article 108, Figure 1-1, Page 5; Chapter 7, 

Section 2, Articles 707-709, Figures 7-1 to 7-3, Pages 1-3;

SUPPLEMENTARY REF(S):
N/A

TRAINING AID(S):

A.
OHP





B.
OHP Slides

LEARNING AID(S):

A-CR-CCP-268/PT-001 Level Three Handbook

TEACHING POINT(S):
A.
Front rank





B.
Center rank





C.
Rear rank





D.
Cadet





E.
Flight commander





F.
Flight sergeant





G.
Marker





H.
Flight in Line





J.
Flight in Column of Threes





K.
Flight in Column of Route



METHOD OF INSTRUCTION:
Lecture

TIME:

1 x 35-minutes
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PROFICIENCY LEVEL THREE
PO: DRILL

PO/EO:
401.01

ENABLING OBJECTIVE:
Identify personnel positions and flight formations.

REVIEW

PO/EO:
N/A

ENABLING OBJECTIVE:
N/A
INTRODUCTION

WHAT:
In this lesson you will learn to identify personnel positions and flight formations.

WHY:

During your third year of training, you may have the opportunity to assume

 
different parade positions during squadron parades.  It is important, therefore, to know 

 
the different flight formations and the positions you will be called upon to assume.

WHERE:
Personnel positions and flight formations will be used every time that a flight is formed up on parade.  In the future some of you will be holding parade positions, even that of squadron commander.  In these positions you will need to know the different flight formations and personnel positions to efficiently and effectively run a parade.

TIME
BODY
NOTES

STAGE 1
SYMBOLS

1.
General:

a.
Symbols are used in drill instruction to help cadets visualize the

 
different personnel positions.

b.
We will discuss the symbols that are used to describe the various

 
parts of a flight.



(i)
The cadet is the basic unit of any flight or squad. The 

 


symbol is a square that is not colored. 


 

(ii)
A rank is a line of cadets, side by side on one alignment,

 


separated by an interval. In a squad or flight there can be 

 


one, two or three ranks, depending on the number of cadets.

 


The three ranks are the front rank, centre rank, and rear

 


rank. Each rank is designated by a different symbol.

 

(iii)
The marker, or right marker, is the cadet who is furthest right 

 


in the front rank. This cadet is most often is the tallest cadet

 


in a flight or squad. The symbol is a square that is colored

 


black.

 

(iv)
The flight sergeant is the 2IC or second-in-command of a 

 


flight. The flight sergeant, like the flight commander, will be 

 


found in different positions depending on the flight formation 

 


used. The symbol is a square with a cross on top.


 

(v)
The flight commander is the cadet who is charge of a flight. 

 


The flight commander will be in different positions depending

 


on the flight formation used. The symbol for a flight 

 


commander is a circle with a cross on top.


CONFIRMATION STAGE 1

1.
What are the three ranks of a flight or squad?


Answer:
Front, Center and Rear.

2.
What is the basic unit of any flight or squad?


Answer:
A cadet


STAGE 2 
FLIGHT FORMATIONS


1.
General:
 
Flights will adopt various formations for a parade. The formation adopted

 
by the squadron for the parade will determine the formation adopted by

 
the flights. Parade positions and flight orientation will change when the

 
flight formation changes.  

2.
Flight in Line:


a.
Most of the time, a flight will form up in line.  Squadrons

 

automatically use this formation when ordered on parade.


b.
Regardless of frontage (The extent of ground covered laterally by a

 

body of cadets), when a flight is formed up in line, the flight 

 

commander will be positioned three paces in front and centered on 

 

the flight.

c.
The flight sergeant will be three paces in the rear and centered on

 
the flight.

3.
Flight in Column of Threes:

a.
A flight in column of threes adopts the same formation as when in

 

line, but facing a flank (Either side of a body of cadets, as opposed 

 

to its front and rear; designated as either the right or the left flank).

b.
Parade appointments retain the same positions. 

4.
Flight in Column of Route:

a.
Column of route is similar to column of threes.  Column of route is

 

the formation most commonly used with a flight on the march.

b.
The flight commander takes up a position two paces in front of the

 
flight’s centre file, and the flight sergeant adopts a position two

 
paces in the rear of the center file.

CONFIRMATION STAGE 2

1.
What are the three flight formations?


Answer:
a.
Flight in Line




b.
Flight in Column of Threes




c.
Flight in Column of Route

2.
What flight formation will a flight most often form up in?


Answer:
Flight in Line.

3.
What flight formation will a flight most often use when on the march?


Answer:
Flight in Column of Route.

4.
How many paces is the flight commander in front of the flight when the 

 
flight is in line?


Answer:
Three.

5.
How many paces is the flight sergeant behind a flight, when the flight is in 

 
column of route.


Answer:
Two.

28 MINs
8 MINs
PERFORMANCE CHECK

Test Details:
Each cadet will correctly identify the different formations of a flight, including all personnel positions. 

1.
Test knowledge with OHPs #6a, 6b, & 6c. They may be either projected or photocopied and 

 
distributed.

33 MINs
CONCLUSION

SUMMARY:

A.
In this lesson you have learned to identify personnel positions and flight 

 



formations.

RE-MOTIVATION:
A.
Comment on student performance. (Identify strengths and points that 

 



require improvement).

B.
Personnel positions and flight formations will be used every time that a flight is formed up on parade.  In this, your third year of training, you may have the opportunity to assume different parade positions during squadron parades. When filling these positions, you will need to know the different flight formations and personnel positions to efficiently and effectively run a parade.

C.
Your next lesson is PO/EO 401.02, react to cautionary commands.
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