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Lions are members of community service clubs, dedicated to the idea that the men and women who live in a community are in the best position to know who needs help and why. More than 44,000 strong, these local clubs are part of the world's largest such organization, with 1.4 million members serving in more than 180 countries and areas. The association is both non-political and non-sectarian.

Founded in Chicago, Illinois, USA in 1917 by insurance agent Melvin Jones and others, Lions Clubs International has ever since offered business and professional people a way of sharing their success by helping those less fortunate than themselves. The association became international when a club

was formed in Canada in 1920. A highlight of its early history was a speech at the 1925 convention, when the legendary Helen Keller challenged the Lions to become "knights of the blind in the crusade against darkness." They responded, and Lions are now best known for their sight-related programs, including SightFirst, the world's largest blindness prevention
Membership

Through membership in a Lions club, people not only help those in need but have opportunities to develop personal friendships and gain valuable leadership skills.

Membership is open to men and women of legal majority and good reputation in the community, and is by invitation only. Clubs meet at least twice a month and elect officers annually. An international board of directors governs the association. Each year, more than 20,000 Lions attend their international convention to discuss new ideas, share experiences and reaffirm friendship and fellowship.

Those interested in membership should contact the local Lions club. If unable to locate a Lions club, e-mail a request to the Membership Operations Department at Lions Clubs International, lionextension@worldnet.att.net, providing name, address and telephone numbers in the request. Written requests can also be met by faxing (630) 571-8890 or writing to the Membership Operations Department, Lions Clubs International, 300 22nd Street, Oak Brook, IL 60523. For more information, call Lions International Headquarters at (630) 571-5466, ext. 322. Lions Clubs International will forward the information to the local club who will make the contact.
Lions International Objectives

· To create and foster a spirit of understanding among the peoples of the world. 

· To promote the principle of good government and good citizenship. 

· To take an active interest in the civic, cultural, social and moral welfare of the community. 

· To unite the clubs in the bonds of friendship, good fellowship and mutual understanding. 

· To provide a forum for the open discussion of all matters of public interest; provided, however, that partisan politics and sectarian religion shall not be debated by club members. 

· To encourage service-minded people to serve their community without personal financial reward, and to encourage efficiency and promote high ethical standards in commerce, industry, professions, public works and private endeavors.

Lions Code of Ethics

· To show my faith in the worthiness of my vocation by industrious application to the end that I may merit a reputation for quality of service. 

· To seek success and to demand all fair remuneration or profit as my just due, but to accept no profit or success at the price of my own self-respect lost because of unfair advantage taken or because of questionable acts on my part. 

· To remember that in building up my business it is not necessary to tear down another's; to be loyal to my clients or customers and true to myself. 

· Whenever a doubt arises as to the right or ethics of my position or action towards others, to resolve such doubts against myself. 

· To hold friendship as an end and not a means. To hold that true friendship exists not on account of the service performed by one another, but that true friendship demands nothing but accepts service in the spirit in which it is given. 

· Always to bear in mind my obligations as a citizen to my nation, my state, and my community, as to give them my unswerving loyalty in word, act, and deed. To give them freely of my time, labor and means. 

· To aid others by giving my sympathy to those in distress, my aid to the weak, and my substance to the needy. 

· To be careful with my criticism and liberal with my praise; to build up and not destroy.

 Lions Clubs International Activities

Lions are recognized worldwide for their service to the blind and visually impaired. This service began when Helen Keller challenged the Lions to become her "knights of the blind in the crusade against darkness" during the association's 1925 international convention. Click here to view her inspiring speech.



Today, in addition to their international SightFirst program, Lions extend their commitment to sight conservation through countless local efforts:


a.
Lions provide 600,000 free professional glaucoma screenings and make 20,000 


corneal transplants possible each year.



b.
Lions establish and support a majority of the world's eye banks, hundreds of clinics, 

hospitals and eye research centers worldwide



c.
Lions provide thousands each year with free quality eye care eyeglasses, Braille-


writers, large print texts, white canes and guide dogs.



d.
Lions collect more than 3 million pairs of used eyeglasses each year for distribution 

in developing countries. 


e.
Lions are also involved in a variety of other activities to improve their communities 

and help people in need, such as assisting the hearing impaired, and working with 


diabetes awareness and education, environmental projects and youth programs.

Youth

Second only to Lions Clubs International's commitment to aiding the blind and visually impaired is a strong dedication to serving the young people of our communities. Lions youth programs emphasize two areas, youth outreach and youth activities.

Frequently Asked Questions
about Lions Clubs International
When was Lions Clubs International founded?


June 7, 1917 in Chicago, Illinois, USA

Who was the founder of Lions Clubs International?


Melvin Jones (1879-1961)

What is the emblem of Lions Clubs International?


The emblem consists of a gold letter "L" on a circular purple field. Bordering this is a circular gold area with two lion profiles facing away from the center. The word "Lion" and "International" appear at the top and bottom. The Lions are meant to face both a proud past and confident future.

What is the motto of Lions Clubs International?


The association's motto, "We Serve," precisely explains its mission.
What is the slogan of Lions Clubs International?


"Liberty, Intelligence, Our Nation's Safety" (LIONS) is the slogan.

What are the colors of Lions Clubs International?


The official colors are purple and gold -- purple for loyalty and integrity; gold for sincerity, liberality, purity, and generosity.

What is the address of Lions Clubs International Headquarters?


Lions Clubs International
300 22nd Street
Oak Brook, Illinois 60523-8842, USA

What is the phone number of Lions Clubs International Headquarters?


(630) 571-5466

What is the fax number of Lions Clubs International Headquarters?


(630) 571-8890

What is the cable address of Lions Clubs International Headquarters?


"LIONS INTL"

What is the e-mail address of Lions Clubs International Foundation?


lionlcif@worldnet.att.net

Who are the key staff members of Lions Clubs International?
Administrative Officers:
Executive Administrator, Win Hamilton, ext. 200, lionadminofficers@worldnet.att.net 

Secretary & Treasurer, Elsa Vaintzettel, ext. 210, lionadminofficers@worldnet.att.net 

Division Managers:
What are the official membership figures?


As of October 31, 1998, there were 1,412,184 Lions in 44,141 clubs in 185 countries and areas.

What are the official requirements for membership?


Membership is open to men and women of legal majority and good reputation in the community, and is by invitation only. Those interested should contact their local Lions club. If they cannot easily locate a Lions Club, they can request the ME-26 brochure from the Membership Operations Department at Lions International Headquarters at (630) 571-5466, ext. 322. The ME-26 brochure, once filled out and returned to International Headquarters, will help put them in touch with a local Lions Club. For more information on membership, click here.

What magazine does Lions Clubs International publish?


29 official editions of THE LION Magazine are published in 20 languages.

What are the official languages of Lions Clubs International?


Lions Clubs International conducts its official business in the following 11 languages: English, Chinese, Finnish, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Portuguese, Spanish and Swedish.
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