PO 404.03 – Level Two

Handout #2 – Royal Canadian Legion


[image: image1.png]



Keeping Pace With The Times

The Royal Canadian Legion grew out of a critical need to help an ill-prepared country meet the needs of its returning WW1veterans. Although several regimental and military groups across the country had tried to improve conditions for their comrades, many of who were without security, skills, or employment prospects, their fragmented efforts had met with little success. 

In 1925, appeals for unity rallied the groups together in common purpose to maintain comradeship and solidarity among servicemen, and to assist those who were disabled, sick, aged and needy. The following year they officially formed the Canadian Legion and quickly became a persuasive advocate for improved pension legislation, treatment and appeals procedures, returned soldiers* insurance and help for those suffering from tuberculosis. 

Passage of the 1930 War Veterans, Allowance was a major breakthrough for the young organization winning financial assistance for thousands of men who were not eligible for disability pensions although they had been prematurely aged and incapacitated by war. 

  

The Legion Prepares for W.W.II Veterans

World War II brought an influx of new members, as well as new demands. The Legion provided canteens, entertainment, and reading material for those serving abroad and at home, as well as correspondence courses to help them on their return to civilian life. 

From the outset of war, the Legion began to prepare for the returning troops. Financial compensation, clothing allowances, pensions, medical treatment, preference in the civil service, vocational training, land settlements were all routinely arranged and provided. 

To this day the Legion maintains a nation-wide network of professionals helping veterans, ex-service members and their families to secure the pensions and benefits they are entitled to. 

  

Adjusting to the times

Although the Legion was founded to advance the cause of veterans, its grass-roots structure led naturally to community service. The “Foster Fathers Program,” founded in the 1940s to help boys who had lost fathers in the war, stirred the imaginations of members who recognized the Legion's enormous potential to serve Canada. Soon branches across the country were responding to needs in their communities - an ambulance here, a sports program there, and eventually large-scale provincial and national projects, such as housing for the elderly, and the Track and Field Program for young Canadians. 

Today with more than 500,000 members, the Legion is the largest community service organization in the country contributing millions of dollars and voluntary hours to help Canadians, particularly seniors and youth. 

  

Keeping the memory alive

Most Canadians associate the Legion with Remembrance ceremonies and activities perpetuating the memory of those who died in the two world wars and in Korea. Probably the most widely event is the National Poppy-Remembrance Campaign whereby Legion members and friends distribute poppy emblems to raise funds for needy veterans, ex-service members, and their families. 

On Remembrance Day, November 11, the Legion also holds memorial services in communities across Canada. In Ottawa, the governor-general, Prime Minister, veterans and members of the public attend the service at the National War Memorial. 

  

Membership

The Legion is a non-profit, self sustained organization with 1,690 branches in Canada, 26 in the United States and three in Germany. 

As well as community service, comradeship, sports and social activities, Legion members receive Legion Magazine, one of Canada's largest paid-circulation magazines, devoted to veterans and seniors issues, Canadian wartime history and Legion affairs. 

Responding to the needs of Canadian Communities

As Canada's largest veterans and community service organization the Legion touches the lives of hundreds of thousands of ordinary Canadians, particularly youth and seniors, every day. What follows is a sampling of programs that the Legion sponsors on a full-time basis: 

a.
Veterans' Services - support to veterans, ex-service members and their families who are in need. 

b.
Seniors' Services - health care, housing, social activities, medical support, information 

c.
Youth Activities - support to cadet corps, guides, scouts, sports organizations, educational and financial assistance in the form of scholarships and bursaries 

d.
Remembrance - maintaining the tradition of "remembrance" through the annual Remembrance and Poppy campaign, organizing and conducting national, regional and local Remembrance Day ceremonies, youth poster and essay contests, school programs, and pilgrimages to historic war-time locations .

e.
Community service - financial and volunteer assistance to a wide range of charities and causes. 

  

What you should know about the Legion

1.
In 1996, the Legion paid $9.4 million in property taxes.

2.
Employed 2,750 full-time and 3,915 part-time employees 

3.
Spent $3.3 million on direct support to needy veterans and contributed 347,000 hours of volunteer time assisting 55,000 veterans, ex-service members and their families 

4.
Committed $3.7 million to veterans and seniors housing projects 

5.
Spent $3.46 million on direct support to seniors and contributed over 440,000 hours of volunteer time assisting 395,000 senior citizens 

6.
Spent $7.9 million on direct support to youth activities and contributed 331,000 hours in volunteer time with young Canadians 

7.
Spent $5.45 million on medical services and equipment contributed $16.1 million to charities and 699,000 hours in volunteer time to community service activities. 

Promoting Seniors Independence

  

The Royal Canadian Legion's commitment to seniors dates back more than 50 years to when branches first got involved in building low-rent apartment units for elderly veterans, widows and their dependants. Today, Legion branches across Canada run seniors' programs and services focusing mainly on health care, home support, and housing. 

On the national level, the Legion Seniors' Committee advocates to protect seniors' rights and well being and supports the work of organizations such as Alzheimer's Canada and others. In 1996 alone the Legion committed $3.46 million and contributed 440,000 voluntary hours to helping hundreds of thousands of seniors. Legion seniors' programs include: 

  

Health

To meet the growing need for professional training in gerontology in Canada, the Legion offers annual fellowships to doctors, nurses, physiotherapists and occupational therapists for post-graduate study totaling $269,000 annually. 

  

Home support

The Legion aims to facilitate independent living for older adults. Either alone, or in co-operation with other organizations and agencies, it offers a number of services to help seniors maintain their independence. Such services include: transportation for disabled people; home and hospital visits; foot-care clinics; meals-on wheels; telephone assurance; home maintenance; counseling services; and escort service for shopping, medical and dental appointments. 

  

Housing

Many Legion branches across Canada own and maintain housing projects and new ones are going up regularly. In 1996, the Legion spent $3.7 million dollars on housing. While some projects are available only to veterans, most offer accommodation to all seniors. Legion housing is currently valued at $185.7 million. 

  

Community Services and Resources

Most Legion branches provide health care programs, recreation, and social activities for seniors. Many also offer instruction in safety, home crime-proofing, avoiding fraud and con games, elder abuse and other activities. 

The Legion's Dominion Command provides resources in the form of guides, videos, posters and development kits to help branches and ladies auxiliary programs set up and maintain seniors* programs. 

Preparing today's youth for tomorrow's challenges

  

The Legion spends $7.9 million annually on a range of programs for youth including sports, cadet corps, scouts, leadership training and Remembrance activities. 

Sport programs

Legion community sports for youth include hockey teams and/or leagues supported by more than 800 branches; baseball by 850; and softball by about 70. 

On a smaller scale, branches also sponsor lacrosse, boxing, soccer, swimming and figure skating. 

Over 500 Legion branches co-ordinate the annual National Track and Field Championships for 13 to 17 year olds. Winners move up through local and provincial competitions to qualify for the National Track and Field Championships where they participate in a two-day meet and three days of clinics. Approximately 330 elite young athletes train every year at the camp for national competitions. Many go on to compete at the Olympic Games. 
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Remembrance activities

The Legion aims to develop in youth appreciation for the freedoms that Canadian soldiers fought and died for through: 

  

An annual essay, poster and poetry contest with a "Remembrance" theme. 

An annual pilgrimage to WW1 and WW11 battlefields and cemeteries for youth leaders. 

Education

The Legion is the major supporter of the Encounters with Canada program which brings together students from across the country for a week of activities and Canadian studies at Ottawa's Terry Fox Centre. More than 3000 young people participate each year in the varied program to which the Legion has committed $ 1.8 million over four years. 

Legion commands and branches offer bursaries and scholarships to high school and university students, and donate funds to schools to purchase learning aids for disabled children. 

Leadership programs

The Legion's leadership programs aim to promote fitness and patriotism in youth through support for scouting, sea, army and air cadets programs. 

Approximately 600 Legion branches support cadet activities through an awards program that rewards participants for outstanding performance in a number of areas including target shooting and biathlon competitions. 
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