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CHAPTER 1


PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVE 401


DRILL


SECTION 1


INTRODUCTION
1.

During your third year of training, you will have the opportunity to assume different parade positions during squadron parades. It is important, therefore, to know the different flight formations and the positions you will be called upon to assume. Also, you will have to give commands and carry out specific manoeuvres as prescribed by the squadron commander.

2.

The aim of flight drill is to enable the flight, when it takes its place in the squadron, to carry out any sequence of drill movements the squadron commander orders.


SECTION 2


KEY TO SYMBOLS
3.

The following is a key to symbols:




1

a.
Front rank


b.
Centre rank


c.
Rear rank


d.
Flight commander



e.
Flight sergeant


f.
Marker


g.
Cadet





SECTION 3


FLIGHT DRILL

FLIGHT OR SQUAD?
4.

The difference between a flight and a squad is in function and use. The flight is a basic formation of approximately 30 cadets, normally formed up in three ranks having one right marker, a flight commander and a flight sergeant. The squad is a military formation of approximately flight size that is adopted to teach drill movements.

ORDERING A FLIGHT ON PARADE
5.

A flight is ordered on parade in a similar manner to the falling in of a squad, as described in A‑CR‑CCP‑266/PT‑001, EO 401.01.

6.

The flight sergeant may then call the roll, size the flight, etc.

7.

The flight will be handed over to the flight commander in the following manner:


a.
the flight sergeant calls the flight to attention;


b.
the flight commander halts two paces in front of the flight sergeant, who then reports the flight;


c.
upon being ordered to fall in, the flight sergeant turns right and proceeds by a series of wheels around the right flank to take up position three paces centred and to the rear of the flight;


d.
the flight commander marches forward two paces and takes up the flight sergeant's former position.

DRESSING A FLIGHT
8.

Just before giving the flight a dressing, the flight commander will face the flight and order "RIGHT  DRESS":


a.
the flight will act as detailed in A‑CR‑CCP‑266/PT‑001, EO 401.05;


b.
the flight sergeant steps off, wheels to the right, and marches six paces to the right of the right flank; wheels to the left and halts, facing the front and in line with the front rank;


c.
the flight sergeant then turns left and dresses the front rank. When the front rank is dressed, the flight sergeant orders "FRONT RANK   STEADY";


d.
the flight sergeant then turns left, keeping arms at the side, paces off the interval, halts, turns right, and dresses the centre rank. The flight sergeant then orders "CENTRE RANK  STEADY";


e.
the flight sergeant then turns left, and keeping arms at the side, again paces off the interval, halts, turns right, and dresses the rear rank. The flight sergeant then orders "REAR RANK  STEADY";


f.
the flight commander then orders "EYES  FRONT"; and


g.
the flight will act as ordered. The flight sergeant will step off and, by a series of wheels, march to the original position in the rear of the flight.

9.

When the flight sergeant orders the right dress, the previously detailed procedure is followed. The command "EYES FRONT" is ordered by the flight sergeant after returning to position in front of the flight.

FLIGHT FORMATIONS

10.

Flights will adopt various formations during a parade or during movements from one place to another. The formation adopted by the squadron for the parade will determine the formation adopted by the flights. Parade positions and flight orientation will change when the flight formation changes. As you hold a parade position, you must know each formation and all the movements to be executed.

FLIGHT IN LINE
11.

Most of the time. a flight will form up in line. Squadrons automatically use this formation when ordered on parade. Regardless of frontage, when a flight is formed up in line, the flight commander will be positioned three paces in front and centred on the flight. The flight sergeant will be three paces in the rear and centred on the flight.

FLIGHT IN COLUMN OF THREES
12.

A flight in column of threes adopts the same formation as when in line, but facing a flank. Parade appointments retain the same positions.
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Figure 1‑1 Flight in Line
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Figure 1‑2 Flight in Column of Threes
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Figure 1‑3 Flight in Column of Route

FLIGHT IN COLUMN OF ROUTE
13.

Column of route is similar to column of threes except that the flight commander takes up a position two paces in front of the flight's centre file and the flight sergeant adopts a position two paces in the rear of the centre file. Column of route is the formation most commonly used with a flight on the march.

DIRECTING FLANK
14.

The directing flank is the flank by which the cadets take up their alignment when on the march. Unless the directing flank is modified for a special movement, it is always:


a.
when advancing in line (Figure 1‑4)  the right flank;
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Figure 1‑4 Directing Flank  Advancing in Line


b.
when retiring in line (Figure 1‑5)  the left flank; and
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Figure 1‑5 Directing Flank  Retiring in Line
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Figure 1‑6 Directing Flank when Moving to the Right in Threes
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Figure 1‑7 Directing Flank when Moving to the Left in Threes


c.
when in threes  the original front rank (eg, when moving to the right flank (Figure 1‑6), the dressing is by the left; when moving to the left flank (Figure 1‑7), the dressing is by the right).


SECTION 4


WORDS OF COMMAND
15.

Good drill depends on properly delivered words of command. Commands must be pronounced clearly, distinctly, and with confidence and determination. They express an order that is to be promptly obeyed.

16.

Practice and some technique are necessary to deliver good commands. You have to make sure every cadet can clearly hear your orders. The power with which your commands are delivered depend on the way you breathe... or don't! Breathing control and air circulation from the lungs to your mouth are, in this case, very important.

17.

You probably know some people who "turn red" during and after each command. This is a sign that they use their vocal cords to  deliver a command. You can bet that after a couple of minutes, their throats will be irritated to the point where they will lose their voice!

18.

Words of command are divided into two parts:
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a.
the first part is used as a warning and is called a CAUTIONARY COMMAND;


b.
the second part precedes the execution of the movement and is called an EXECUTIVE COMMAND.

19.

The cautionary command serves as a warning for the movement to be performed and will be given preceding the executive command. It is like saying "Hey guys, pay attention! You are about to execute the following movement!" The cautionary command may include words like ADVANCE, RETIRE, etc. The executive command serves as a signal for the movement to be carried out. It is like saying "NOW". In this book, a hyphen separates the cautionary from the executive, as in the example.


  EXAMPLE  


"ADVANCE RIGHT  TURN"

20.

It may be taken as a rule of thumb that the cautionary command be drawn out over two paces and the interval between the cautionary and the executive commands should also be two paces. Although it is not always possible to give exactly the same pause between the cautionary and the executive commands, the pause should be as consistent as possible.

21.

Unless otherwise specified. the executive command is given as the foot specified in the following list is forward and on the ground:

PRIVATE 
Words of Command
Foot

HALT
LEFT

STEP OUT AND STEP SHORT
LEFT

CHANGE TO QUICK, SLOW OR DOUBLE TIME
RIGHT

MARK TIME (when marching)
RIGHT

FORWARD
LEFT

ABOUT TURN
RIGHT

RIGHT TURN, RIGHT INCLINE, RIGHT FORM or
LEFT

ON THE RIGHT FORM SQUAD


LEFT TURN, LEFT INCLINE, LEFT FORM or ON THE LEFT FORM SQUAD
RIGHT

CHANGE STEP
RIGHT

SALUTE (when marching)
LEFT

EYES RIGHT (FRONT)
LEFT

FORM SINGLE FILE (ON THE MARCH)
RIGHT

REFORM SINGLE FILE (ON THE MARCH)
RIGHT



Figure 1‑8  Words of Command

MOVE TO THE RIGHT, MOVE TO THE LEFT, RETIRE OR ADVANCE?
22.

Before ordering the flight to turn, you must indicate the direction in which it will turn relative to the original orientation of the flight.


  EXAMPLE  

"MOVE TO THE RIGHT, LEFT  TURN."
BY THE LEFT OR BY THE RIGHT?

23.

When the flight is turned in the desired direction, you must indicate the directing flank (flank by which cadets will align themselves while marching) by using the command "BY THE LEFT (RIGHT)".


  EXAMPLE  


"BY THE LEFT, QUICK  MARCH"


SECTION 5


INSPECTION
24.

You inspect cadets to ensure that their uniforms are up to the standard expected of them. The inspection should be a good indication of the continual and gradual improvement shown by each individual and by the group as a whole.

25.

When a flight is inspected, it will be at the open order. On the completion of the inspection, it may be returned to the close order.

26.

A unit will be given a right dress after the open order and may be given a right dress after the close order.

27.

Under normal circumstances. the person inspecting will start with the front and rear of each rank, commencing at the right flank of the front rank and proceeding in a counter‑clockwise direction around each rank in turn.

28.

Each rank is inspected at the position of attention. Ranks not under inspection may be ordered to stand at ease.

29.

The inspection of a cadet is to commence at the head and work down to the feet in order to ensure that the uniform is up to the standards detailed in the A‑CR‑CCP‑990/PT‑001, Regulations for Royal Canadian Sea, Army and Air Cadets. The inspection must he performed using the evalua​tion sheet found in the A‑CR‑CCP‑266/FT‑001, Annex B of Chapter 3.

30.

If you ask cadets to adjust their clothing or equipment, they will do so immediately. You must help the cadets improve their standard of uniform. To do so, it is important to perform a weekly follow‑up.

31.

It is appropriate to congratulate those cadets who are above standard. As well, you must take action to make sure that every cadet not meeting the standard receives some kind of help.


SECTION 6


CONCLUSION
32.

Well‑executed flight drill can be really spectacular. To achieve that high standard, drill must be performed with precision and concentration. Your cadets will react to your commands with the same energy you show them. Make sure your behaviour is always worthy of them. Demonstrate confidence and your cadets will react with assurance!

33.

Whether it is with your voice while giving commands, by your high standard of deportment on and off the parade square, or during an inspection, you must show excellence. Remember: excellence is contagious!
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