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CHAPTER 10


PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVE 418


RADIO COMMUNICATIONS

1. 

Radios are very useful to cadets. They allow pilots to talk to ground and air traffic controllers and each other, and cadets in the bush to stay in touch with their leaders and each other. But radios make flying and other exercises safer and more efficient only if people know how to use them properly. Learning some rules of radio communication will help you understand radio procedures during flying and other exercises, and will earn your radio operator's permit in the future.

THE PHONETIC ALPHABET
2.

The phonetic alphabet turns each letter into a word that can be more easily understood over the radio. Letters that sound familiar, like "B" and "C" might be confused on the radio if they were not spoken as words like "Bravo" and "Charlie". All single letters and groups of letters spoken over aircraft radios are spoken phonetically. The next time you go on a familiarization flight, notice how the pilot says the aircraft's call letters in phonetics. Figure 10‑1 lists the phonetic alphabet with illustrations to help you remember the words associated with each letter.

NUMBERS
3.

Numbers are used often on the radio. One example of the use of numbers occurs when pilots tell air traffic controllers their altitude; another occurs when air traffic controllers tell pilots what runways to use when taking off and landing. Numbers are always spoken as single digits, except as whole thousands. That means 5 280 would be spoken "five two eight zero" over the radio and 5 000 would be spoken "five thousand".

4.

Pronounce numbers so they are easily understood. Certain pronunciations are used by all pilots to avoid confusion over the radio. Nine, for example, is pronounced "niner" to avoid confusion with "five". Numbers are pronounced as follows:

PRIVATE 
0
ZEE‑RO
5
FIFE

1
WUN
6
SIX

2
TOO
7
SEVEN

3
TREE
8
AIT

4
FOW‑ER
9
NIN‑ER

5.
Symbols are spoken out as words over the radio. The word "decimal" is used where there is a number with a decimal point. That means 4.8 would be spoken "four decimal eight" over the radio. Most other symbols are also spoken out.
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