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CHAPTER 3


PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVE 404


CITIZENSHIP


SECTION 1


FORMS OF GOVERNMENT
1.

All of us need to know how we can make a difference in our community or country. An understanding of how governments function will enable us to work with the system to obtain what is best for everyone.

2.

Government exists in some form even in the most primitive societies. Governments in each society have distinctive characteristics and as society develops, government usually passes through several changes.

3.

The basis used for the classification of these various types of government is the number of persons who rule or share the ruling power, as follows:


a.
Autocracy.ADVANCE \R 18.0Autocracy means one person governs. The government is usually an absolute monarchy or a dictatorship, eg, France under Louis XIV and Nazi Germany. Although, the result of a dictatorship and a monarchy is similar, they come about in different ways.


b.
Oligarchy.ADVANCE \R 18.0Oligarchy means power is in the hands of a few.


c.
Democracy.ADVANCE \R 18.0Where control is generally vested in the population, then the government is often a democracy, eg, Canada.

DEMOCRATIC CONSTITUTION
4.

A democratic constitution such as we have in Canada, is a body of basic rules that the government of the day cannot change without following a detailed, prescribed procedure. A democratic constitution is merely a set of rules that govern the people. It is also a device to ensure that the state remains an instrument for furthering common interests.

5.

The main features of the democratic constitution ensure that those who exercise the powers of government act responsibly.

TRUE DEMOCRACY

6.

Democracy is more than a method of government, it implies several important beliefs and traditions. One of these beliefs is that open discussion by a well‑informed public will result in the best policies for the country. Another belief is that the best political system is one in which as many people as possible have a share in decision making and respon​sibilities. Freedom of choice in politics and other related matters, and individual values are also basic to democracy. Democracy recognizes personal freedom and the right to make your own choices as being important. Democracy means that people know what is best for themselves.

7.

Democracy provides certain rights and freedoms. When the Canadian Bill of Rights was passed in 1960. the human rights and basic freedoms to which everyone is entitled under the laws of Canada were listed as follows:


a.
The right of the individual to life, liberty, security of the person and enjoyment of property, and the right not to be deprived thereof except by due process of the law.


b.
The right of the individual to equality before the law and the protection of the law.


c.
Freedom of religion.


d.
Freedom of speech.


e.
Freedom of assembly and association.


f.
Freedom of the press.

8.

The bill states that these rights and freedoms exist for everyone without discrimination by reason of race, national origin, colour, religion or sex.

9.

The Bill of Rights was officially replaced by a new Charter of Rights and Freedoms in 1982. This new Charter reflects the same basic freedoms expressed in paragraph 7. In addition, it adds to the protection provided for every citizen by the original Bill of Rights.

10.

The individual is expected to be moderate in exercising personal rights. No freedom is complete. Freedom of speech, for example, is only permitted within reasonable limits, and it does not include slander or treason, which are forbidden by other laws. Consideration for the rights of others is the mark of a good citizen. A good team member at the squadron will consider the well being of other cadets. If you look after others you will gain their respect.

EVERYONE'S IDEAS ARE IMPORTANT

11.

Whether you have been here in Canada just a few years or all your life, you can't help reacting to situations around you. You probably have some good ideas about how to make life in Canada better for yourself and for other people. You might want to change some school or recreation programmes, or traffic patterns – things in your neighbourhood and in society that affect you and other people too.

12.

Have you done anything about these ideas? Did you know that you can? There are many ways in Canada to change things for the better. For example, people improve the school programme by helping as volunteers; they improve recreation by teaching the crafts and sports they know; they serve as volunteer firefighters in smaller communities; and so on.

13.

Often it is not enough to act alone. People need to let each other know what they think. They can do this by reading and writing letters to the newspapers, and by attending meetings where plans are discussed. They can share ideas with organizations, such as associations at their children's schools and in their neighbourhood. Often the most effective way to communicate your ideas is to form or to join a group of people who want to see the same changes.

14.

As a resident of a democratic country, you are free to have your own political ideas. You are free to express your opinions and to agree or disagree with the ideas of others; you are free to join with others for political action.

15.

A Canadian citizen has the right to vote in democratic elections and to run as a candidate for political office. Those who vote choose the people who oversee the daily work of government and make our laws – laws that affect the lives and rights of everyone in Canada.

16.

The rights of Canadians are embodied in various laws. For example, civil and criminal laws indicate people's rights during court procedures. In addition, all the provinces, the territories and the Federal Government have legislation dealing with human rights.

17.

It is not the laws themselves, however, that guarantee your rights. Your best guarantee of your rights is your active interest and involvement in making and changing laws. You must share your ideas with others and convince your political representatives to put forward your ideas. People often disagree over what the law means. or over which new laws are needed. Some disagreements disappear as people discuss and change their views. Others are resolved by decisions of the law courts. All of these are aspects of Canada's political life.


SECTION 2


HOW CANADA IS GOVERNED

18.

The federal Government of Canada is a government that controls a union of provinces, each of which has its own government. Federal Government refers to the central government of all provinces and is headquartered in Ottawa.

19.

In Canada there are three levels of government: municipal, provincial/territorial and federal. The provincial or territorial governments are responsible for such areas as education, child welfare, highways and health care. The Federal Government is responsible for citizenship, foreign policy, postal services and currency.

20.

The Federal Government is divided into three major groups called branches. The following are the branches:


a.
Executive Branch.   The executive branch consists of the Gover​nor General, the Cabinet and the Public Service. The executive branch is the branch that executes the wishes of the people as expressed by Parliament.


b.
Legislative Branch.   The legislative branch is the law‑making part of the government. It is the legislative branch that passes the acts which give the executive branch the authority for governing the country. The legislative branch consists of the Senate and the House of Commons. The legislative branch expresses the desires of the people by legislation.


c.
Judicial Branch.   An important feature of Canadian democracy is the rule of supremacy of law. This means that the government itself is controlled by law and must act according to its terms. A prime minister, a public servant or a police officer are subject to the law of the land in the same way as every other citizen.


SECTION 3


COMMUNITY GROUPS

21.

During your first year training you learned about the sponsor of your squadron. You learned that the sponsors are the backbone of the Air Cadet League. Many sponsors are community groups such as the Lions Club, Rotary Club. Kinsmen, Royal Canadian Legion or Royal Canadian Air Force Association. In addition to sponsoring your squadron, these groups conduct many other very worthwhile activities. For example, Lions International is committed to helping blind and vision‑impaired people. They sponsor the training of seeing eye dogs and donate money to research in the field of vision.

22.

Other community/service groups do similar work in other areas. Find out what community groups exist in your area and on what areas of concern they concentrate.


SECTION 4


YOUR ENVIRONMENT

23.

This year you will have an opportunity to make a contribution toward saving the environment in your squadron's community. Your instructor will work with you for two classes discussing different ways to save the environment. Some of you may have reviewed this topic at school. Bring those ideas to your discussions and develop with your friends what your contribution to saving the environment will be this year. In total you will have to participate in two community activities this year. Have fun and make your community proud of air cadets.
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SOME SUGGESTIONS
24.

While Shopping.ADVANCE \R 18.0Buy beverages in returnable containers or if that is not possible, then in recyclable ones.

25.

In the Home.ADVANCE \R 18.0The follow​ing are suggestions for the home:


a.
When brushing your teeth, turn the water off while you are actually brushing, instead of running it continuously. Use water from a mug for rinsing.


b.
Short showers use less water than baths.


c.
Never flush garbage of any kind down your toilet. Solvents and chemicals are harmful to the environment and cigarette butts, dental‑floss, etc, can cause problems at sewage treatment plants.


d.
Turn off the lights, radio and television when you leave the room.


e.
Practice the three R's:



REDUCE 
Don't buy more than you need. Buy products that are lasting and durable.



RE‑USE 

Be practical and be creative in finding further uses for things instead of discarding them.



RECYCLE 
Contact environmental groups in your area to find out more about the recycling programmes and Blue Box activities in your community.

26.

Group Projects.ADVANCE \R 18.0The following are applicable:


a.
Join neighbourhood litter and pollution clean‑up days or weekends.


b.
Plant trees. They help to reduce air pollution by absorbing carbon dioxide.


c.
Organize a neighbourhood or area paper, bottle or can recycling programme and establish a recycling depot, if one does not already exist.


d.
Plan environmental education events.
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DID YOU KNOW?
In 1991 the average Canadian discarded 1.7 kg of garbage each day. The average American throws out 1.6 kg. Residents of the UK and Japan both produce about 0.9 kg of garbage each day, while in China, that number is about 0.5 kg.

ENVIRONMENT CANADA COMMUNICATIONS OFFICES

27.

The following are the Environment Canada Communications Offices:
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* Atlantic Region
(902) 426‑7990

Publications Officer

Environment Canada 

Queen Square 

45 Alderney Drive, 15th Floor 

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 

B2Y 2N6


* Quebec
(418) 648‑7204

Communications Directorate

Environment Canada

PO Box 6060

3 Buade Street, 4th Floor

Quebec, Quebec

G1R 4V7


* Ontario
(416) 973‑6467

Communications Directorate

Environment Canada

25 St. Clair Avenue East. Room 600

Toronto, Ontario

M4T 1M2


* National Capital Region
(819) 997‑2800

Inquiry Centre

Environment Canada

351 St. Joseph Boulevard

Hull, Quebec

K1A OH3
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* Manitoba
(204) 983‑2021

Communications Directorate 

Environment Canada 

457 Main Street, Room 703 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R3B 3E8


* Saskatchewan
(306) 780‑6002

Communications Directorate 

Environment Canada 

1901 Victoria Avenue, Room 241 

Regina, Saskatchewan 

54P 3R4


* Alberta and Northwest Territories
(403) 468‑8075

Communications Directorate 

Environment Canada 

Twin Atria 2 

4999 98th Avenue, Room 210 

Edmonton. Alberta 

T6B 2X3


* British Columbia and Yukon Territory
(604) 666‑5900

Communications Directorate 

Environment Canada 

224 West Esplanade, 

North Vancouver, British Columbia 

V7M 3H7
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