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CHAPTER 3


PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVE 404


CITIZENSHIP

CANADA  YOUR COUNTRY
1.

Citizenship.ADVANCE \R 18.0What does citizenship mean to you? Most of us especially if we are born in Canada, take our citizenship for granted. As citizens of Canada, we have certain rights and privileges, as well as certain responsibilities.

2.

"The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms" guarantees to all Canadian citizens:


a.
the right to vote in federal and provincial elections;


b.
the right to be a candidate in federal and provincial elections; and


c.
the right to enter, remain in or leave Canada.

3.

The most important rights and privileges for a Canadian citizen are to vote and to run for office. Only a Canadian citizen can vote and run for office in a federal election. The law does allow certain non‑Canadian residents to vote and run for office in provincial, territorial and municipal elections in some areas. These privileges are also a responsibility. No one is forced to vote or run for office, but our democracy depends on people taking part.

4.

A person who becomes a Canadian citizen takes this oath:



"I, (name in full), swear/affirm that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, Queen of Canada, Her Heirs and Successors, according to law and that I will faithfully observe the laws of Canada and fulfil my duties as a Canadian citizen."

5.

This oath sums up some of the responsibilities of every Canadian citizen. These responsibilities include the following:


a.
to be loyal to Canada,


b.
to be loyal to the Queen of Canada and her representative, the Governor‑General,


c.
to obey Canada's laws,


d.
to respect the rights of others,


e.
to respect private and public property,


f.
to care for Canada's heritage, and


g.
to support Canada's ideals.

6.

You may be born as a Canadian citizen, or you may become a Canadian citizen after moving to Canada from another country. In either case, you must become a good citizen. Being a good citizen is not just a matter of knowing how the government operates, it is a matter of maturity and responsibility.

7.

A citizen has many roles to play in society. A good citizen will:


a.
be a good neighbour,


b.
know the difference between right and wrong,


c.
be mindful of other nationalities and differences, and


d.
participate in community activities.

8.

In Canada, we live in a democratic society. A democracy is a government by the people. The citizens of Canada influence the decision making process in the government through our elected representatives.

9.

One of the aims of the cadet organizations is to develop in youth the attributes of good citizenship. What can you do, as a cadet, to be a good citizen?

10.

Your squadron probably takes part in events such as Remembrance Day and Canada Day ceremonies. As a good citizen, you should be aware of the purpose of such events when you participate in them. In what other citizenship events can you participate?

11.

You can also do volunteer work in the community. Hospitals and senior citizen homes welcome volunteers to help make the lives of residents a bit more pleasant. What other volunteer work can you do to be a good citizen?

12.

A very important part of being a good citizen is tolerance for other people. As good citizens we must be tolerant of people who are mentally or physically challenged; people of minority races; people of other religions and beliefs; and those less fortunate than ourselves.

13.

As you can see, citizenship is complex. To become a good citizen, you have to make an effort. Realizing that your actions affect many people, you must act in accordance with your responsibilities toward others. You must care not only for yourself, but for your family and for society. Good citizenship demands participation, involvement, and contribution. Good citizens strive to make a worthwhile contribution that will benefit the country as a whole and not just benefit themselves as individuals.
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THE NATIONAL FLAG
14.

In the 15th century, the flag of Britain was the St. George's Cross. This flag was probably the first one flown in Canada. It was carried here by the explorer John Cabot who reached North America in 1496.
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Figure 3‑1ADVANCE \R 18.0St. George's Cross
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Figure 3‑2ADVANCE \R 18.0Union Jack
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Figure 3‑3ADVANCE \R 18.0Red Ensign
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Figure 3‑4ADVANCE \R 18.0Present Day National Flag

15.

One flag to fly over settlements in Canada was the Flag of Royal France. This flag was raised by Jacques Cartier when he first landed at Gaspe Harbour in 1534.

16.

After its creation in 1606, the Union Jack was flown over British settlements in Newfoundland and later in Nova Scotia.

17.

The Red Ensign was created in 1707. Its use in Canada was first authorized in 1892 for use on Canadian merchant ships at sea. In 1924, a Canadian order‑in‑council provided that the Canadian Red Ensign could be displayed at Canadian Government buildings abroad. Another order‑in‑council, in 1945, authorized the use of that flag on federal buildings inside and outside Canada until Parliament took action for formal adoption of a National Flag.

18.

The present National Flag adopted by Parliament was proclaimed by Her Majesty the Queen on 15 February 1965. The flag is red. In its centre is a white square that contains a maple leaf with 11 points.

19.

It is appropriate for the National Flag to be flown or displayed by individuals and organizations, but at all times the flag should be treated with dignity and respect and flown or displayed properly. The flag is flown daily, from sunrise to sunset, at all Government buildings, airports, and military bases and establishments inside and outside Canada.

20.

The flag shall be saluted, but shall not be dipped or lowered as a means of salute or compliment.

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM
21.

Canada's National Anthem is "O Canada!". The anthem was originally written in French by Adolphe Routier. The official version was proclaimed by the Canadian Government on 1 July 1980 by Bill C36. The words for the National Anthem, in both official languages, follow this paragraph. Every cadet should know the words of the National Anthem in at least one language.

PRIVATE 
O CANADA!   

O Canada! Our home and native land!

True patriot‑love in all thy sons command.

With glowing hearts we see thee rise

The true North strong and free;

From far and wide, O Canada,

We stand on guard for thee.

God keep our land glorious and free!

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.



O CANADA!   

O Canada! terre de nos aïeux,

Ton front est ceint de fleurons glorieux!

Car ton bras sait porter l'épée,

Il sait porter la croix

Ton histoire est une épopée 

Des plus brillants exploits

Et la valeur de foi trempé,

Protègera nos foyers et nos droits. Protègera nos foyers et nos droits.

PRIVATE 

CHECK YOURSELF
Here are some questions that will help you to think about citizenship as it applies to you.

1.
In what citizenship activities does your squadron participate?

2.
In what non‑cadet activities do you participate that help you to be a good citizen?

3.
In what other ways do you try to be a good citizen?
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