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CHAPTER 2


PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVE 403


GENERAL CADET KNOWLEDGE


SECTION 1


INTRODUCTION

1.

In this chapter you will learn about a variety of topics. You will learn most of this information to make your transition into cadets easier and to make you a better cadet. You will learn some basic facts about your squadron, the Department of National Defence (DND) and the Air Cadet League of Canada. You will also learn about some of the opportunities available to you through the air cadets.


SECTION 2


SQUADRON ORDERS AND REGULATIONS

2.

Cadets shall:


a.
make themselves acquainted with all regulations, orders and instructions necessary for the performance of their duties; and


b.
conform to the established customs of the air cadet organization.

3.

When you read paragraph 2 you may think that as a first year cadet you do not have any duties. Most first year cadets would think that way. However, it is not true. You do have duties, such as maintaining your uniform and, as paragraph 2 states, obeying various orders and regula​tions.

4.

Some of these orders and regulations are in your squadron's Standing Orders. Standing Orders are a set of orders and instructions for each squadron. 

Standing Orders detail regulations that remain fairly constant and apply to your squadron specifically. You will learn more about your squadron's Standing Orders shortly after you enrol as a cadet.

PRIVATE 
EXAMPLES OF ITEMS THAT MAY BE IN SQUADRON STANDING ORDERS





Terms of Reference





Chain of Command





Cadet Protocol





Out of Bounds Areas





Squadron Procedures





Conduct and Discipline





Dress Regulations

5.

Range Orders and Fire Orders may also be in the Standing Orders or they may be separate documents. You will learn about Range Orders in Chapter 11. You should familiarize yourself with Fire Orders as soon as possible. Like fire drills in school, you may think it is a waste of time to read Fire Orders. The information they contain, however, may help to save your life in case of a fire.
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6.

Fire Orders contain the procedure to follow in case you find a fire. They also explain how to evacuate the building, or buildings, in which you train, and, exactly where to go once you have evacuated the building.

7.

As you can see, it is your duty to be familiar with the Fire Orders not only for your 

safety, but for the safety of others.  Fires are not planned. You might be the first person to discover one. What would you do?

8.

Weekly Routine Orders are posted each week. Weekly Routine Orders should contain information about promotions and appointments the training for the upcoming week, duty personnel, and other notices. In order for you to be informed about your squadron's activities you should read the Weekly Routine Orders each week.


SECTION 3


YOUR SQUADRON AND SPONSOR

9.

The Air Cadet Organization is composed of a partnership between DND and the Air Cadet League of Canada. On 9 April 1941, the Air Cadet League received a Dominion Charter. This Charter officially established the Air Cadet League. The cadet organizations were originally started to train young men for World War ll.
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10.

The Air Cadet Squadron you have chosen to join has a history. If your squadron is new, it may have a very short history. If you are a member of one of the older squadrons in Canada your squadron may have over 45 years of history. Whether your squadron is old or new, a knowledge of its history will form the basis of pride in your squadron. This pride will grow throughout your cadet career.

11.

Every squadron has a sponsor. Your squadron's sponsor helps the squadron in many ways, some of which include financial support and help in getting training locations. Find out about your sponsor.

SQUADRON ORGANIZATION
12.

Figure 2‑1 shows the organization of a small squadron.
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Figure 2‑1ADVANCE \R 18.0Sample Squadron Organization Chart  Small Squadron
13.

Usually every squadron will have at least four positions. These positions are:


a.
Commanding Officer,


b.
Training Officer,


c.
Administration Officer, and


d.
Supply Officer.

14.

These four positions are filled by officers of the Cadet Instructors List (CIL). The CIL is a part of the Canadian Forces Reserve. 

In addition to these four positions, squadrons may have other positions depending on the size of the squadron and its staff requirements. It is quite possible that one person may fill more than one position in a squadron. You will learn about the positions in your squadron and the names of the people who fill each position.

15.

It is very important to know and follow the chain of command in a squadron. The chain of command is the order of responsibility or people ​in charge. You will learn the chain of command within your squadron.


SECTION 4


CADET AIMS, MOTTO AND PROMISE

PRIVATE 
AIMS OF THE AIR CADET PROGRAMME

•
To develop in youth the attributes of good citizenship and leadership.

•
To promote physical fitness.

•
To stimulate an interest in the air element of the Canadian Forces.

16.

Cadet activities are designed so the interests of most cadets are satisfied. You may find that some activities interest you and others do not. if you do not find any activities that are of interest to you, you should ask to speak to an officer to make your concerns known.

PRIVATE 
MOTTO OF THE AIR CADETS

To Learn  To Serve  To Advance

17.

The motto of the Air Cadets briefly describes the benefits you may get from Air Cadets. Air cadets can learn from many very qualified people in various fields of knowledge. They learn to serve the community as Canadian citizens, and can advance through the programme and pass their knowledge and experience on to other cadets.

PROMISE OF LOYALTY

"I (name in full), hereby affirm my loyalty to Her Majesty the Queen, her heirs and successors."

18.

If you are a Canadian Citizen or other British subject you will take the Promise of Loyalty when you join an Air Cadet squadron. Landed immigrants will not take the Promise of Loyalty that is stated previously.


SECTION 5


RECOGNITION OF RANK AND QUALIFICATION

CADET RANK
19.

In the Air Cadet programme, you can advance both in rank and qualification. As a first year cadet, you should be able to recognize the rank and qualifications of other Air Cadets. Figure 2‑2 illustrates the rank badges worn by air cadets. Cadets of Warrant Officer First Class, Warrant Officer Second Class, Flight Sergeant, and Sergeant rank are senior non​commissioned officers (NCOs). Cadets of Corporal rank are junior NCOs.

OFFICERS' RANK
20.

It is equally important to recognize the ranks of officers, as it is to recognize the ranks of fellow air cadets. Each officer has a job to do and has received a rank that is equivalent to the responsibilities of that job. If a squadron is to function smoothly, everyone in that squadron must recognize the rank of supervising staff and their equivalent authority. As well, recognition of rank is important as a courtesy.  Everyone likes to be


addressed by their correct name and everyone likes to be addressed by their correct rank.
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21.

There are four groups of officers' ranks. These four groups include the following:


a.
General Officers.  These are officers who have the rank to command regions, divisions or commands in the Canadian Forces.  The following apply to these officers:
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Figure 2‑2ADVANCE \R 18.0Air Cadet Rank Badges

(1)
These officers have the word "General" in their rank title. They are  


(a)
General,


(b) Lieutenant‑General,


(c) Major‑General, and


(d) Brigadier‑General.
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(2)
All Generals wear one wide, gold band on their lower sleeves.



(3)
Generals wear shoulder straps that show their rank. On the shoulder straps are a crossed sword and baton, with the applicable number of maple leaves as follows  
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(a) General  four,


(b) Lieutenant‑General  three,


(c) Major‑General  two, and


(d) Brigadier‑General  one.

b.
Senior Officers. These are officers who have the rank to command a base, regiment, ship or squadron. They are:
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(1)
Colonel  four wide, gold bands worn on the lower sleeves,








(2)
Lieutenant‑Colonel  three wide gold bands worn on the lower sleeves, and
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(3)
Major  two wide and one narrow gold band worn on the lower sleeves.

c.
Junior Officers. These are officers who usually fill staff positions and help the senior officers to do their job. Most of the flying in the air element of the Canadian Forces is done by junior officers. They are:
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(1)
Captain  two gold bands worn on the lower sleeves,








(2)
Lieutenant  one wide and one narrow gold band worn on the lower sleeves, and
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(3)
Second Lieutenant  one wide gold band worn on the lower sleeves.







d.
Subordinate Officers. These are officer cadets who are undergoing training as candi​dates for commissions. They wear one narrow gold band on the lower sleeves.

CADET QUALIFICATION
22.

For each training level you successfully complete, you are entitled to a Proficiency Badge. As well, cadets may receive qualification badges upon completion of some specialist courses. Figure 2‑3 illustrates the Proficiency Badges. Figures 2‑4 to 2‑11 illustrate Qualification Badges.
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Figure 2‑3ADVANCE \R 18.0Air Cadet Proficiency Badges

9
Figure 2‑4ADVANCE \R 18.0(Sheet 1 of 2) Qualification Badges
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Figure 2-4
(Sheet 2 of 2) Qualification Badges
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Figure 2‑5ADVANCE \R 18.0Flying Badges
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Figure 2‑6ADVANCE \R 18.0Music Badges
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Figure 2‑8ADVANCE \R 18.0Music Appointments
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Figure 2‑7ADVANCE \R 18.0Music Instructor Badge
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Figure 2‑10ADVANCE \R 18.0First Aid Badges
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Figure 2-9ADVANCE \R 18.0Air Cadet Fitness Programme
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Figure 2‑11ADVANCE \R 18.0Duke of Edinburgh Scheme Badges


SECTION 6


PAYING OF COMPLIMENTS
23.

We usually think of a compliment as a pleasing comment. In the military, compliments are somewhat similar. The reason for saluting is, in one word, respect. The air cadets salute because they have respect for the organization in which they serve. A salute between an officer and Service person is a sign of mutual trust and respect. It is a privilege granted to members of a service to use this form of greeting. For the same reason, the cadet organization follows this custom.

ORIGINS OF SALUTING
24.

Civilian Saluting.ADVANCE \R 18.0In civilian life when we meet friends, we greet them with a cheery hello. If you haven't seen them for a while, you may add a handshake to the greeting. In doing so we pay them a compliment or token of respect. The extension of the open hand to the other person is a sign of trust. This practice dates from early days when it was important to know that the person you were meeting did not conceal a knife.

25.

Military Saluting.ADVANCE \R 18.0Military saluting has an interesting history. It dates back several hundred years to days when fighting men wore armour. In those days, when outside the safety of walled castles, people often had to defend themselves. Therefore, as the knight rode through the forest, he rode with his hand near his sword. When he met someone he recognized as a friend, he raised his empty hand to show he was not challenging the person. This action was a sign of trust and respect. Military saluting may have started in this way.

26.

Development of Modern Saluting.ADVANCE \R 18.0As time went on, the uniforms of fighting men changed. They no longer wore armour. The raising of the hand alone changed to the raising of the hat. (This is still the custom when meeting ladies.) From this raising of the hat, our present salute developed .

ORIGINS OF OTHER FORMS OF MILITARY SALUTING
27.

Aside from saluting with the hand, there are other forms of salute. Eyes right (or left), the firing of guns and presenting arms (weapons), are other forms of compliments.

28.

Eyes Right.ADVANCE \R 18.0When knights passed serfs in the old days, the serfs lowered their heads as a token of respect. However, if they were the fighting men of the castle who followed the knights in war, they were allowed to look their superior in the face. This was the honour due to the fighting men. Eyes right is a continuation of this privilege.

29.

Firing of Guns.ADVANCE \R 18.0The firing of gun salutes in honour of distin​guished people or to mark a special occasion is a very old custom. This custom first developed in ships at sea. In the days of sail, the guns of a ship rested at ports along the length of the gun decks. The guns were often kept fully loaded and ready for action. Firing them in salute meant that for the length of time it took to reload the guns the ship was virtually defenceless. This action showed friendly intent.

30.

Present Arms.ADVANCE \R 18.0The rifle is held in a friendly position that leaves the arms bearer defenceless. Like the hand salute, Present Arms shows there is no challenge to the person receiving the salute.

HOW TO SALUTE
31.

You will learn the correct hand salute, eyes right and left, and the position of attention during your drill instruction classes. Chapter 1, Drill, describes these movements.

WHEN TO SALUTE
32.

The rules governing saluting by air cadets include the following:


a.
Cadets shall salute all commissioned officers, including those not in uniform.


b.
Warrant officers shall not be saluted.


c.
When a cadet addresses or is addressed by a commissioned officer, the cadet shall salute. The cadet shall salute again when the conversation has ended.


d.
Cadets do not salute cadets at any time.

33.

When our National Anthem or a foreign national anthem plays:


a.
An officer or cadet in uniform and wearing head‑dress will come to attention and salute.


b.
With head‑dress removed, eg, in a theatre, all ranks will stand at attention.


c.
On parade, officers and cadets in certain positions of respon​sibility will salute; cadets will stand at attention.


d.
In civilian clothes, all ranks will remove head‑dress and stand at attention.

34.

When the ensign is being lowered or raised, cadets shall halt, face the ensign, stand at attention and salute.

35.

Cadets shall salute the quarter‑deck when boarding and upon leaving any of Her Majesty's ships or those of a foreign service.

36.

Officers or cadets shall not ordinarily pay compliments in buildings, or on any public transport, except in the following circumstances:


a.
the playing of our National Anthem;


b.
when addressing or being addressed by an officer entitled to a salute; and


c.
when given permission to enter an officer's office or when leaving an officer's office.

37.

The procedure for saluting when entering an officer's office is as follows:


a.
march forward and halt two paces in front of the officer;


b.
salute and remain at attention; and


c.
when the business is complete, salute, turn in the direction of the doorway and march out.

38.

When you are not wearing your head‑dress you do not salute. In such a case you should use an eyes left or right or come to attention.
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39.

Figure 2‑12 illustrates specific situations when you salute and describes the action you should take in each case.

PRIVATE 
RANK/SITUATIONS
ACTION TAKEN

Officers.
Salute all officers of higher rank.

Cadets.
Salute all commissioned officers except officer cadets.

Two or more officers together.
The superior returns salutes and ALL salute superior officers.

Officers accompanied by cadets.
The superior officer returns all salutes. ALL salute officers of higher rank.

Officers approach formed group of cadets.
The first cadet to recognize an officer will call group to attention.

Cadets passing formed unit under command of an officer.
Cadets shall halt, turn to face unit and maintain a salute until the entire unit has passed.

Civilian dress.
Proper compliments shall be paid to ALL commissioned officers recognized in civilian dress. When cadet in civilian dress passes an officer, the cadet shall turn head and eyes to the direction of salute; at the halt, cadets shall stand at attention when an officer passes.

Figure 2‑12 Saluting Situations

Note

An officer accompanying a senior officer, will not salute officers equal or junior in rank to the accompanied officer. The foregoing applies to cadets accompanying an officer.
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Worn by graduates of the six-week
Air Traffic Control Course. Cadets on
this course are introduced to basic
air traffic control procedures and sit-
uations.

Worn by graduates of the six-week
Athletic Supervisor Course. Cadets on
this course learn the basics of coach-
ing, officiating, and organizing athletic
events.

Worn by cadets who have participat-
ed in the Air Cadet International Ex-
change programme.

Worn by graduates of the six-week
Lifeguard Course. Cadets on this
course become qualified to Bronze
Cross standard.







